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the winter. The most difficult problem was to improvise clothing
fit to stand the rough usage of the following sledging season.
With scarcely less concern the party found that their only sledging
equipment would consist of old and worn sleeping-bags and socks,
parts of pony rugs and of cookers, old Primus lamps, three old
tents, some old leather and a quantity of canvas. This canvas
provided a new pair of trousers for each man, and thirty pairs of
fur boots were made out of spare sleeping-bags and oddments.
The three tents were patched, but the old Primus lamps were most
precarious, having no spare parts. Human life cannot be main-
tained on a sledge journey without heat to melt snow, as there is
no other means of obtaining a drink.
The Nimrod hut at Cape Royds could not be reached until
August, and enough food was found here to last six men for a year,
but very little clothing and no equipment. The most interesting
discovery was one tin of tobacco, of which the party otherwise
had none, and a box of cigars; soap also was an unwonted luxury.
Spring sledging began on September i st and during the month about
4,000 Ib. of stores were transported to Safety Camp on the Barrier.
The men wore their home-made canvas trousers, and boots im-
provised out of old horse rugs. The journey about to be made
to the Beardmore Glacier would never have been attempted if the
Ross Sea and the Weddell Sea Parties had been in wkeless com-
munication, and thus three lives might have been saved.
Nearly all supplies had been sledged to Safety Camp by Octo-
ber 9th, when the first spring depot journey to Minna Bluff began.
Mackintosh was working his stores forward, and the next task was
to establish an advanced base. Nine men set out to attempt this,
leaving one man alone at Cape Evans to keep up the meteorologi-
cal record. Blizzards had been blowing for about ten days when
they started from Hut Point and soft snow made progress almost
impossible. Half a mile was accomplished on October 9th and
4 miles the following day. On the i ith the tale was only 3! miles
and on the i2th Mackintosh retained Wild and the Padre, allowing
Joyce the other five men. The latter party, by cutting down their
permanent weights, made better progress. Joyce had work to do
of which he was quite capable; he was also a most resolute man,
devoted to Shackleton. His party reached the Bluff on October
zist, after a hard journey, and left 373 Ibs. of stores there. They
found that Mackintosh had been there on the igth and had cached
178 Ibs. Hut Point was regained on the 27th, after an